ALLENBY IN EGYPT
consequence of their rebuff. Sir Reginald Wingate was
now summoned home to represent the situation person-
ally. He urged, without success, that both the Ministers
and Zaghlul should be received. At the end of February
1919 the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Balfour, invited Rushdi
and Adly to London, but it was now too late. ZaghluPs
campaign had made such headway that it was obvious
to the two Ministers that any agreement reached by
them in London would be repudiated in Egypt unless it
met ZaghluFs ideas. They refused to go unless Zaghlul's
deputation was also received, and to this the Foreign
Office would not agree.
The   explosion   could   not   now   be   long   delayed.
ZaghluPs agitation reached a pitch that threatened to
cause disorders and dangers to the  British  and other
foreigners in Egypt.    He was warned by the military
authorities to cease his activities forthwith; and on his
disregard of the warning was arrested on March 8 with
three colleagues, and deported to Malta.    Within a few
days all Egypt had flared up in revolt.    Its principal
feature was an organized attack on the communications
of the country; railway-lines were torn up and stations
burned; telegraph and telephone wires were  cut;  and
Cairo was soon isolated from the rest of the country.
The number of casualties to Europeans was not heavy;
but eight Englishmen were murdered in circumstances of
extreme brutality while travelling by train from Luxor
to Cairo.   The grim story of this tragedy was related at
the time, but the story of Hanem Aaref, a public woman
of Mellawi, received little publicity.   It may not be out
of place, therefore, to, record it here.    On the arrival of
the train at Mellawi with the bodies of the murdered
Englishmen piled up in the brake-van, it was met by a
frenzied crowd.  The body of one man still breathing was
pulled out of the van and submitted to further indignities.
Among the two thousand persons of all classes who
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